K J DA U 7= 1105 OBIR ‘
(W& & Tl oY

e an oS N R

EDO PERIOD LUXURY, EDITED BY THE RETIRED: DILETTANTISM OF IKI AND TSU
Seigo MATSUOKA, Director, Editorial Engineering Laboratory

The relationship between luxury and the capitalism, as indicated by Werner Sombart can be applied to Japan during the
Edo Period. Shops dealing with luxury goods appeared in urban areas, and the "pseudo-parent-child relationship™ like
that between a shopkeeper and a clerk took root in various societies, while print media such as ukiyozoshi 77 {H %1
(popular literature based on common people's lives in those days) and saiken #}d (illustrated town guides) made
banzuke #{J or ranking of products and people's favorite things, which lead to the spread of extravagance among the
people. Urban society in the Tokugawa Period was institutionally based on bun %3 (status, duties of respective persons,
or sensibility), and it created a number of symbols, icons and items representing institutions (in the field of fashion, hair
styles and accessories, for instance). Keeping within the framework of this institution—as in the Japanese expression
“bun wo wakimaeru 437+ X %” (not forgetting what one’s role or duty is)—people took advantage of the institution;
they indulged in every possible luxury and diversified those symbols. Furthermore, by linking luxury with their
philosophy of life, people established the aesthetic sense of iki # (Japanese chic) and tsu j@ (stylish person well
informed on particular arts). The luxury accompanying such aesthetic senses was enjoyed by men rather than women.
Such items as swords for samurai warriors, jackets for firemen, haura FZ (inner back lining for the kimono, with
patterns or pictures) for tradesmen and artisans, and inro I (pouch) were made for dandies (otokomae %3 Hif).
Especially inkyos FZJE, or retired persons who had stopped working early in their life after amassing a fortune, belonged
to ren j# (an amateur group of artists) of various fields from earlier days to train themselves to be a tsu, in order to
devote themselves to their doraku #E%% (dilettantism). Looking into the spread of luxury in the Edo Period from the
aesthetic viewpoint, one main factor was that Japanese people traditionally had an aesthetic editing skill called mitate .
V7. C (likening to something else) and were therefore able to very flexibly create derivatives of various motifs, and it was
retired people who were able to edit and generate new styles of sensitivities simultaneously incorporating two aesthetic
senses, ogori 38T D (beauty of extravagance) and wabi T (beauty of simplicity and imperfection), which were
factions of the former age. One of those new styles was yatsushi “®> U (using but not seeming to use extravagant
materials or the techniques of craftsmen). In those days luxuries of the dilettante class were complicated and profound,
and those who didn’t understand the ambiguity or the multi senses of the dilettantes were labeled as yabo Hj&:
(unrefined person) or hankatsu **A[3i (unskilled tsu). It was a period when people applied the philosophy of “bun wo

wakimaeru” even to enjoying luxury.
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