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JAPANESE-MADE PRET-A-PORTER IN THE 1960S: A STUDY ON THE ADOPTION OF
PARIS FASHION

Rie NI, Associate Curator, The Kyoto Costume Institute

In the 1960s, department stores and synthetic fiber manufacturers in Japan released “prét-a-porter made
in Japan” for the general population, under a licensed contract with top fashion brands in Paris. The
Japanese prét-a-porter enabled reasonable price setting by using domestic synthetic fibers and introducing
mass production systems for the coming full-fledged start of the mass consumption era. Utilizing the
power of Paris haute couture, the Japanese prét-a-porter helped popularize synthetic fibers, whose
production in Japan had just started, the spread of the new fashion category prét-a-porter, and initiation of
the full-scale ready-to-wear industry in Japan. The Japanese prét-a-porter, which was born in the 1960s,
steadily developed. In the next decade, the 1970s, the ready-made clothes manufacturers became known
as “apparel manufacturers” and gradually led the fashion industry in Japan. In this way the textile industry
in Japan established a new field in the apparel industry. This foundation of domestic production of
prét-a-porter supported the inroads into overseas markets by Japanese designers such as Issey Miyake in

and after the 1970s.
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