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LAKSHMI, HINDU GODDESS OF LUXURY
Masakazu TANAKA, Professor, The Institute for Research in Humanities, Kyoto University

There are many deities in Hinduism. One of the distinguished features of Hindu deities is the variety in appearance and
function. Some are well known all-over India, others only to local people. In this paper, | analyze the luxury nature of
Laksmi, a well known Hindu goddess. She is Visnu’s consort. She is in charge of wealth and fertility. Laksmi is depicted
in with jewelries and a red dress, which reminds us of auspiciousness and wedding ceremony. Actually she symbolizes
the female auspiciousness represented by married women. They are in a marked contrast to inauspicious widows.

In popular paintings, Laksmi sits on a big lotus flower and flanked with two elephants. Gold coins are pouring out of her
palms. These luxuary items are symbols of wealth, royalty and fertility. By worshipping her, Hindus expect wellbeing in
life. In addition, I argue that Laksmi shows the married life and husband as the most valued for women, thus supporting a
patriarchal hegemony. Laksmi, however, also suggests the significance of female auspiciousness in Hindu society to

empower women.
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Fig. 1 IO TB MG (> FOKRE) ; Big festival chariots in South India.
Fig. 2 #oZEITMT T 5i4L# 5 A Hindu pilgrim putting a picture of gods around the neck.
Fig.3 94 - U7 )Lx—hfiinic&Eh3 572 22— ; Hindu goddess Lakshmi said to shave drawn by Ravi Varma.
Fig. 4 #D{ED LIS T 2 2 2 2 — ; Lakshmi sitting on the lotus flower.
Fig. 5 5732 3I—t 28D% ; Lakshmi with two elephants.
Fig6 WIRAT7T74—, IV a3I—, HFx— ¥ ; Saraswati, Lakshmi, and Ganesha.
Fig. 7 D4 ¥a2X&5% 23— ; Vishnu and Lakshmi.
Fig. 8 #&5X. 1EMS & Z DIRICII DB ; Wedding in India: a bride in a red sari.

HPHE— Gzmhzand)
19554, FIgLmit £, 1> Ry ARSHEHEGESE (LSE) MHE (AE) 0%, FHE8IC IUSIHROLSH— /@7 V7 OFh
NI | SIS TRADSC NS | Tihh) | HEZIC T2 /0 AESOER) | [V v A— TSR NEE . (Vv —
THREEE) 5L,

CVEBIBREOLDTT, )

RLA&T ¢ &52% 2007 AUTUMN



