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Japanese fashion, as introduced to Paris in the early 1980s had a great impact on the city’s fashion scenes,
where old customs were dominant. The new fashion from Japan was covered and criticized by the media
in various ways. Rei Kawakubo and Yohji Yamamoto arrived at a starting point for the new creation and
they also had sufficient talents enough to lead the movement. However, Western people weren’t ready to
see those submissive Japanese people who were only good at copying others beginning to show their
originalities. Therefore, the dresses with holes made by those Japanese designers were described and
criticized by Westerners as after-effects of atomic bombs. The Japanese designers brought a fresh
sensitivity to Paris. Their catalog expressed their world through photos without wordy descriptions. As a
result, typical fashion magazines that had merely covered stories about the conventional social circles lost
their former value. Furthermore, this new stream was combined with the youth culture that was closely
related with music and that denied traditional values. By using synthetic fabrics like nylon, these
designers deconstructed the hierarchy of silk, linen, wool and cotton. The changes in texture among
different materials were expressed by the application of black color. These Japanese designers denied the
social hierarchy that existed in the world of haute couture. When we think of how haute couture was
driven away by prét-a-porter, the current boom of “fast fashion” like those provided by H&M and ZARA,
or UNIQLO’s starting business and success in Paris, we can’t ignore the influence of the Japanese

designers like Kawakubo and Yamamoto, who went to Paris in the 1980s.
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Fig.1l AvtA+3I¥r TUXL-TU—v] 1990 FEE Wi dikesE
Issey Miyake, Rhythm Pleats , Spring/Summer 1990. Photo by Yasuaki Yoshinaga.
Fig.2 7UJRAL - P& — (HOYTI—0DOHE) 1938 4 b, SK LR
August Sander, Portrait of a Young Gipsy , 1938. ©Die Photographische Sammlung / SK Stiftung Kultur-August
Sander Archiv, Cologne; APG-JAA, Tokyo 2010
Fig.3 Ua L+ Tz Z—R i E—ROETA /—b] OTVY—2 KD S&x—2) 1989 £
“Pattern,” original movie shot from Wim Wenders's Notebook on Cities and Clothes. ©1989 By Road Movies,
Berlin.
Fig.4 IUYVY~<EL 1988 H#FH My =vr - FAF
Yohji Yamamoto, Spring/Summer 1988. ©Nick Knight
Fig 5 ZUAFv> «Faod—)b (T7I*+V) 1950 FEML
Christian Dior, Favori , Autumn/Winter 1950.
Figs. 6 /vt + 2v5 T[APOCI 1999 FHEH
Issey Miyake, A-POC , Spring/Summer 1999. Animation: Pascal Roulin.
Figs. 7 A wtA « ¥  TAZ—)N—Z ] 1998 R Hid @ Akabs
Issey Miyake, Starburst , Autumn/Winter 1998 Photo by Yasuaki Yoshinaga.
Fig.8 L -7« FvbY 2/ IMRE 1983 FR&  sEIRACLIIZERA
e 5 RIE
Comme des Gagons / Kawakubo Rei, Autumn/Winter 1983. Collection of the Kyoto Costume Institute.
Photo by Naoya Hatakeyama.
Fig. 9 7 4 — B DF v v RX—VJEE [Be Stupid] 2010 4
Diesel's publicity campaign, Be Stupid, 2010.
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