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POWER OF PRINT: CONNECTING PEOPLE, COMMUNITIES, ART, AND FASHION
Fram KITAGAWA, Art Director

Fram Kitagawa is an art director who has been organizing large-scale art festivals in rural areas
in Japan, such as the Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale and Setouchi Triennale. In 2010, he
published the official guidebook of Setouchi Triennale in the form of an extra issue of the art
magazine Bijutsu Techo, which sold 92,000 copies in total. According to Kitamura, the
guidebook was issued in the form of paper media instead of electronic media such as an Internet
document or mobile app because a book is provides a convenient way of viewing the entire
contents and enables the reader to browse pages forward and backward freely, matching the

pace of readers’ thoughts and behaviors.

In Daikanyama, Tokyo, where he is based, Kitagawa plans to create an urban village, intended
to be a small village—like community where urban Daikanyama residents will be linked to each
other. He has launched a magazine, Daikanyama Hillside Terrace Tsushin, to which people
associated with Daikanyama contribute, and established the Hillside Library, which has a
collection of books recommended by 100 well-known people. When a large bookstore opened in
the area, he organized several meetings between the store management and Daikanyama

community, succeeding in developing a good relationship between them.

What can be seen commonly from the Setouchi Triennale and Daikanyama community, both of
which Kitagawa is associated with, is that books form knots that tie people together. In
Kitagawa’s activities, books and paper play important roles as media that connect people

successfully with as appropriate reach.
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Official guidebooks.
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Daikanyama Hillside Terrace Tsuishin, Vol.2, Autumn-Winter 2014-15.
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Hillside Library, photo by Kenshu Shintsubo. Courtesy of Club Hillside.
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Reading Circle in Hillside Library. Courtesy of Club Hillside.
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