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Sharing Identity: Self, Others, Android
Hiroshi ISHIGURO

Professor, Graduate School of Engineering Science, Osaka University

Dr. Hiroshi Ishiguro created an android named Geminoid, which looks very much like him, and is
engaged in the study of comparisons between androids and humans. We interviewed him to learn
how he sees, based on his study about the relationship between the self of a person and other
people, issues related to ego, and clothes as a means that a person may use to express himself

or herself.

Firstly Dr. Ishiguro talked about how a human recognizes his or her own self. Because the sensing
organs of humans are not inward-facing, humans cannot correctly recognize how their own bodies
are moving. And thus, because they cannot see themselves objectively, they compensate for this
lack of recognition and make up for it by way of communication with others. He said that the same
can be said about a person’s identity. In the process of developing identity within their own self,
people gradually acquire identity by internalizing reactions received from the external world,
namely, other people. The establishment of an identity is strongly associated with the relationship

between the person himself or herself and other people, he says.

He also said that, for a person to acquire his or her uniqueness, the person is required both to
establish his or her own self and to understand himself or herself through others, and that the first
step toward doing so may be to choose clothes. He argued that clothes are a container of a
human being, citing two things as existing in the origin of fashion: what the person himself or
herself cannot see can be mentioned by others, and the person has his or her existence

recognized by way of others.



The android Geminoid is a facsimile of Dr. Ishiguro and is almost always regarded as being him,
and when the android does something, people regard Dr. Ishiguro as doing that. In a sense, the
records of his activities are not necessarily based only on himself. Similar things may occur
concerning clothes as well. When a person sees another person in the same clothes doing
something fashionable, the person is pleased, as if the fashionableness is a part of the person’s

own identity.

The android is now part of the identity of Dr. Ishiguro, and he finds it interesting to examine his
own identity through the android. “The observation that personal identity is established by clothes

is correct to a certain extent,” he said.
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