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Fashion culture as the decay of aura: self, photography, fashion
Masato HASE

Professor, Faculty of Letters, Arts and Sciences, Waseda University

The aura in art has decayed twice. The first decay occurred in the course of democratization of
Western society after the French Revolution. The second decay occurred in the current Internet-
based society as the power of popular-interest cultural order around mass media collapsed. It
was exactly the process of democratization of art in mass-media society that Walter Benjamin

argued.

What we confront in the 21st century is different from these “decays of aura.” It seems that the
images (unlimited numbers of photographs of people’s daily life posted and disseminated on
the Internet) produced by the copying technology that propelled the mass-media society in the
20th century are decaying their own aura. The public are no longer passionate about media stars.
Individuals communicate as expressers on their own behalf in the media. This is the condition of

culture in our post-mass media society.

The issue of contradiction between “self” and “photography” seen in the selfies posted on SNS is
observed in fashion as well. Fashion always creates a gap between “the self who a person

believes that he or she is” and “the self in the eyes of others.”

While we have conflicting ideas, which are that “fashion is for self-content” and that “others’
opinions should be listened to,” the others who a person regards as worth listening to are those
who are of a similar nature to himself or herself — who are connected to that person on SNS and
are expected to understand the person’s tastes. On the other hand, it is also a fact that the self is
based on admiration for others who are completely different. Therefore, fashion is not a culture

closed within the comfort of the “self.”



The joy of fashion generated from wearing clothes having a nature different from that of the
person’s self seems underlying in our everyday life, having the potential to break through modern

fashion culture.
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