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A brief history of opening ceremony uniforms for the Japanese Olympic Team: the

changing design and the colors of the “Sun-Mark Flag”

Hisako ANJO

Lecturer, Han’nan University

The uniforms worn by athletes in the opening ceremony of the Olympic Games are a key element
that adds grace to the worldwide sports event that is held every four years. Since there are both
Winter Olympics and Summer Olympics, new uniforms for the opening ceremony are created

every two years. However, it cannot be said that the history of the uniforms has been fully revealed.

In Japan, few attempts have been made to trace the history of the opening ceremony uniforms
for Japanese Olympic teams, using historical materials. My book titled “1964 Tokyo Gorin Uniform
no Nazo: Kesareta Rekishi to Taiyo no Aka” (literally translated as The Mystery of the 1964 Tokyo
Olympic Uniforms: Erased History and ‘Red Sun’ Mark)  (2019) and the paper | contributed
to “The Bulletin of Society for Changing Customs in Contemporary Japan” are probably the only
studies of this kind, but neither of them fully covers the history of the Olympic opening ceremony

uniforms.

At the same time, there are concerns about the spread of popular beliefs because misinformation
is often included in the special feature articles about Olympic uniforms published by fashion
magazines. This paper presents a brief history of opening ceremony uniforms for Japanese
Olympic teams from the beginning to the present, based on the results of the research | have

made thus far.
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