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MODERNISM OF DAIOSAKA
Shinya HASHIZUME, Professor, Osaka Prefecture University

During the 1920s and 1930s, when modernism was trumpeted in Japan, textile, shipbuilding
and machinery industries developed in Osaka, rapidly increasing the population and urbanizing
the conventionally suburban areas. In 1925, Osaka City expanded, and thenewly enlarged city
area was called Daiosaka (big Osaka). New urban infrastructures were built there during those
years: the Midosuji Boul evard, subway | ines,
Private railway companies constructed large buillings at their terminal stations and started to
run markets and department stores, attracting customers. The Osaka Asahi Newspaper and
Osaka Mainichi Newspaper organized national high-school baseball championship games in
spring and summer, while the Osakacentral broadcasting station aired entertainment programs
by radio. In Daiosaka, new lifestyle and culture thus emerged.

According to the |l ate journalist Soichi Oy a,
devel oped phil osoph'ycoonfs uhmgd o0 roins ne"c oanrodni cs . ”

which was based on the premise of a masgroduction, mass-consumption society realized

through the development of industrialization, and on an economy that pursued efficiency and

rationalization in line with act ual l'i festyl e, had affinity

temperament of the city, where consumption lifestyle was instilled and efficiency was highly
valued. At the stage when modernism was adopted, the people of Osaka showed outstanding
resourcefulness; this was exhibited in how they arranged it to suit to local ways. While modernist
culture spread on a global scale, modernism in Osaka had distinguishing features, and that is

why the modernist culture in Osaka should be reevaluated.
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Figs. 1. Shochikuza NEWS 1
Cover and the first page of ShochikuzaNEWS published by Shochikuza .
Figs. 2. 10 2

Two types of memorial picture postcards.

Figs. 3.

Picture postcards of ‘station .of Umeda’ and ‘ Midousuji and
Figs. 4.

Below : Memorial picture postcard.

Far below: Commemorative ticket issued by Osaka municipal electric bureau.
Fig. 5.

Cover of the Hotel New Osaka guide.
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