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FUNCTION OF CLOTHES (THE NATIONAL UNIFORM) TO SEE IN A LITERARY WORK:
"FUKUSONITSUITE (REGARDING CLOTHES)" ATTENTIVE READING

Katsuya MATSUMOTO, Associate Professor, Shinshu University

In this article I discuss Dazai Osamu’s "Fukusonitsuite (Regarding Clothes)".

"Fukusonitsuite (Regarding Clothes)", is a novel in which the hero (watashi) thinks of about the
national uniform. In the precedent study, Osamu Dazai has been identified with the hero. In
contrast, an aim of this article is to give meaning to "Fukusonitsuite (Regarding Clothes)"
historically.

At first I analyzed contemporary articles about the national uniform. I mainly investigated
magazines called "Kokuminhuku (the national uniform)" on this occasion. As a result, I made
clear that the national uniform was a device to unify the nation.

Based on the above, I interpreted "Fukusonitsuite (Regarding Clothes)" from the viewpoint of
consciousness about clothes. The hero understood the functions of clothes and the national
uniform well. At the end, I gave meaning to the last paragraph of the story considering the
above examination.

I concluded that "Fukusonitsuite (Regarding Clothes)" was a novel which continued asking
about the new situation surrounding the men's national uniform. (This opinion is criticism for

the precedent study.)
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