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Art Criticism for Everyone
Ren FUKUZUMI

Art critic

Poverty in art criticism has long been pointed out in Japan. Currently, however, the poverty in art
criticism is not at this level any longer. It is no longer an analogy of the emptiness of criticism: today,
art critics are literally impoverished and cannot live on art criticism, which should have been their
bread and butter. A perspective that the author would like to take to discuss such impoverishment in
art criticism is "communality of art criticism." The communality of art criticism has not matured and
its concept of values has not been established sufficiently, and this has probably pressed art criticism
to the edge of extinction.

The communality of art museums is widely known, while the communality of art criticism has been
little known. Art criticism is regarded as a private activity. It is important to note that, while the
communality of art museums and the privateness of art criticism are asymmetric, power in favor of
museums is at work there. To be specific, art museums occupy the scope of communality, while
excluding art criticism from the scope. The reason why the communality of art criticism in Japan is
immature is that art museums, which entirely occupy the communality of art, prevent the growth and
development of criticism. In addition, museums aggressively abuse art criticism as an excuse to justify
their activities. Thus art museums take advantage of art criticism as far as it benefits them, while
keeping it at a distance. Art museums pay coordinators at workshops and interpreters at international
symposiums. In the same way, museums could hire art critics, paying them for their services, but they
do not.

Who is in the position of realizing this proposal—establishing art criticism as a communal activity?
Art museum directors and curators, more specifically, those who are members of the International
Association of Art Critics Japanese Section are in that position. They could change this convention,
because they are insiders of the art museums. The directors and curators of art museums could integrate
art criticism into the communality of art museums, using their positions optimally. The path towards

establishing communal art criticism in Japanese society seems, however, long and difficult.
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