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IMPRESSIONISM AND LEISURE: THE SUBURBS OF PARIS AND THE NORMANDY COAST IN THE
LATE 19™ CENTURY
Atsusi MIURA, Professor, University of Tokyo

Since the latter half of the 1860s, the Impressionists often painted their pictures in the suburbs of Paris along the Seine
and on the Normandy Coast. This was partly owing to the development of a railroad network with Paris as center, which
allowed them to leave the urban areas easily, but it was deeply related to a social phenomenon, the establishment of
leisure culture among the middle class in Paris. In those days, the Seine riverside and the Normandy Coast, which the
Impressionists frequently took up as their subjects, became resorts for city people because of their beautiful landscape.
Impressionist artists of such as Monet, Manet and Renoir also enjoyed those resorts, while reproducing local scenes in
their pictures. The Impressionists' vision, capturing in their pictures moments of leisure that make viewers briefly forget
their daily lives or labors, was not found in the paintings from the times preceding modernization or urbanization. Millet,
who depicted farmers working in a field, expressed a crucially different viewpoint or sense of values from those of
Monet, who drew bourgeois citizens walking through a rural area. Most of the Impressionists' works set in the suburbs of
Paris were connected with the new feelings of urban people who enjoyed their leisure, and those pictures were produced

in the same way as the modern leisure culture was established.
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Fig 1  Zuo—F-Ex (HEZESHRHE)  1870-7TIH4EE /8, F)L—EflifiE ; Claude Monet, Train dans le campagne, ¢.1870-71.
Musée d'Orsay, Paris.

Fig.2 Z0—R-EX(F-TIVXAT—)V) 1869 —a—3I—7~7, A bRY X FEiiiff ; Claude Monet, La Grenouillére, 1869.
The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

Fig.3 YI—)b=F—F2 XLV /TN (5 TIVIALT—)V) 18694 R v 7KV LENIFEMH ; Pierre-August Renoir, La
Grenouillére, 1869. Nationalmuseum, Stockholm.

Fig. 4 YI—jb=F—Fa2 Xt )V/T—)VGHECORBE) 18814 T +rD.C.. 74 VUw S A-aL 7 3 ;Pierre-August
Renoir, Zuncheon of the Boating Party, 1881. The Phillips Collection, Washington D.C.

Fig 5 Z70—FR-EXTIWIv by A1OMBAED) 18724 /XY F)L-t—3ffH ; Claude Monet, Le basssin d'Argenteuil
¢.1872. Musée d'Orsay, Paris.

Fig6 IRy 7—)L-xx(TIVT ¥V by A1) 18744 b )L xFEifE; Edouard Manet, Argenteuil, 1874. Musée des Beaux-Arts,
Tournai.

Fig.7 IRy 7—)L -3 (7—0—=aDEICT) 18694 VwFEY R, J7—Y =7 %EfifE ; Edouard Manet, On the Beach,
Boulogne-sur-Mer, c.1868-69. Virginia Museum of Fine Arts, Richmond, Collection of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Mellon.

Fig 8 Z70—FR:EX (JY=XRLADLHvE) 18674 Za—=T—7r, X FRY X V%M ; Claude Monet, Regatta at
Sainte-Adresse, 1867. The Metropolitan Museum of Art, New York.

Fig 9 Zu—F-EX(byb—Yq)lOuaya-/T—)b-K7L) 18704 U, F)—Ailif ; Claude Monet, Hotel des
Roches Noires, Trouville, 1870. Musée d'Orsay, Paris.
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