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YVES SAINT LAURENT’S EPOCH-MAKING WORKS AND GLOBAL “PARADIGM CHANGE” TOWARD
THE 21°T CENTURY
Naoki INAGAKI, Professor, Graduate School of Human and Environmental Studies, Kyoto University

Yves Saint Laurent was a genius of citation, in other words, a “genius of unoriginality.” Being “unoriginal” is
outstandingly effective in the current world where an information-oriented society is in the norm. His collections are
often composed of citations from works of famous painters and writers such as Picasso, Braque, Cocteau, and Matisse.
Taking up what has been widely diffused and recognized as a “sign”—composition of the signifier and the signified
according to semiotics, Saint Laurent recreated those cited things in his fashion design, adding new signs. The
multiplying of signs is the most desired thing of this information-oriented society, and a series of collections that involve
mass media in this movement, as Saint Laurent did, highly meets the demands of the times. From this point of view,
Saint Laurent was a “genius of the age of prét-a-porter” and can be considered to have embodied the prelude to the
information- and symbolic-oriented age of the 21% century; an age dominated by virtual worlds or unreality, and when

even the human body can be analyzed by the human genome.
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