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LECTURE
LUXURY: CONSPICUOUS EXTRAVAGANCE TO SENSORY PLEASURE
Valerie STEELE, Director and Chief Curator, The Museum at FIT

Luxury is a cultural device to depict social hierarchy. In the fashion scene, a luxury industry called “haute couture” came
into existence in the 19" century. Couturiers such as Worth and Coco Chanel designed dresses for the wealthy, and the
middle classes imitated those dresses. However, over the last 50 years the luxury that used to be for the affluent class has
become very popular and many people are able to purchase luxury goods. The ‘luxury’ should be socially established and
should be always changing its definition. Suzy Menkes defines luxury by three factors, “artistry,” “craftsmanship,” and
“sensory pleasure.” She explains that luxury of our time does not simply put the weight on products but to actual
experiencing, that is, a customers’ feeling of a sense of superiority. Today’s luxury has diverse faces including the

existing luxury of superior materials and techniques and the new luxury designed for experiencing.
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