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BOURGEOIS LUXURY IN SEVENTEENTH-CENTURY GERMANY: A COSTUME COLLECTION IN THE
HESSISCHES LANDESMUSEUM DARMSTADT
Johannes PIETSCH, Costume Historian

A collection of examples of outer clothing made for rich citizens who lived in Cologne in the 17" century are included in
the collection of the Hessisches Landesmuseum Darmstadt. Although many of the costumes in that age remain only in
the form of pieces of cloth, these articles of clothing retain almost entirely their complete forms. In this sense, this is a
very precious collection. These clothes worn by citizens have basically the same forms as those worn by royalty and the
aristocracy, but regulations on dresses and other garments restricted materials and decoration techniques. Under such
regulations, citizens adopted fully-contrived ornaments to establish their own fashion. Tailors’ craftsmanship achieved
sophisticated cutting and balanced proportion. In those days, construction techniques reached such a high level that
tailors could materialize lines just as expected by their clients, enabling a perfect fit without wrinkles. These techniques
were combined with beautiful and expensive materials. Looking at those dresses, we can see clearly how affluent

German citizens in the 17" century enjoyed lives of luxury.
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Fig. 1 BHREGOXT Ly b 16102056 X)VL¥ 2By b« Nyt oMLY ; Dark red doublet, c. 1610-1620. Hessisches
Landesmuseum Darmstadt. Inv. no. Kg 93:19.

Fig.2 YUFVIMNEEVIDRT A 16255 X)VLTazy b« Ay HIEYEERE  Pink bodice with pinking, c. 1625.
Hessisches Landesmuseum Darmstadt. Inv. no. Kg 52:13/1.

Fig. 3 HOL—A(JEWHROORT X BOT—TD LB 1630-354H A VL a2 &y b« Ny N7 YRR ; Bright red
bodice with black lace and upper part of a black over-gown, c. 1630-1635. Hessisches Landesmuseum Darmstadt. Inv. no. Kg 52:12
and Kg 52:13/2.

Fig.4 HEHBEDRT 4 X 1660FEH ZIVLY a2k bk« Nyt HrEYEEREL ; Yellow bodice, c. 1660. Hessisches Landesmuseum
Darmstadt. Inv. no. Kg 52:10.

Fig. 5 FEBADDL—AfFEXTLw F 1660FEH HIVLT 2%y b« Nt M EYfEEL ; Doublet with parchment lace, c.
1660. Hessisches Landesmuseum Darmstadt. Inv. no. Kg 52:4.

Fig. 6 XTI ATICVRYDI—THODFWTZRNZT Ly b 1665708 Z)VLT 2 Xy b« w2 ML EYEE ; Black
doublet with ribbon loops on the double cuffs, c. 1665-1670. Hessisches Landesmuseum Darmstadt. Inv. no. Kg 78:6.

FLA%T ¢ #55% 2009 SPRING



