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INTERVIEW: GIVING FORM TO THE SENSITIVITY OF FRAGILITY: JAPANESE
MODERN DESIGN AND DESIGN EDUCATION
Shigeru UCHIDA, Interior Designer

The developmental history of Japanese modern design from the Meiji era has two aspects: the
history of “modernization,” or the rationalization that promoted the separation of design from
production in order to increase productivity; and the history of “Westernization,” or acceptance
of Japanese people who learned modern design from the West, and at the same time studied the
history of design that preceded modernism at multiple levels. When considering Japanese
attitudes to design before outside ideas were introduced from Europe or America, we should not
forget that since the Muromachi era, the cultural leaders in Japan were townspeople and that
design in those days had developed through being combined with the culture of daily life. This
process gave rise to the Japanese aesthetic that converted the short-lived, dreary, lonesome and
insecure passive experience of impermanence into an element of emotional beauty, finding in it
a positive value. This Japanese aesthetic can be shared by people elsewhere in the world.
Designs with tranquility and fragility can have great impact elsewhere in the world. Kuwasawa
Design School, where | studied, offers a form of design education that is identical to that of the
Bauhaus. Being Japanese, | had an initial sense of discomfort concerning Bauhaus-style
rationalism, but it gave me a method of “eliminating previously-held stereotypes,” or always
questioning established concepts. As the president of Kuwasawa Design School now, | am going
to pass on “observation education” to observe and think about human beings, society, nature
and the history of design, in addition to the above-mentioned “elimination of stereotypes.”
Designs exist for the purpose of people’s happiness. Then what is it that makes people happy? I
would like to make our school an educational place where students can share such common

questions.
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Fig. 1 WHE (ZH) 1993 4
Shigeru Uchida. Ju-an, 1993.
Fig. 2 W% (Dancing Water) 2007 4
Shigeru Uchida. Dancing Water, 2007 .
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