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INTERVIEW
DRESSED WITH AVANT-GARDE: SPREADING JAPANESE FASHION SINCE THE 1980S
Yumiko HARA, Fashion Director
Akiko FUKALI, Chief Curator, Kyoto Costume Institute

When Rei Kawakubo and Yohji Yamamoto made their debut in Paris in the 1980s, Western journalists
were surprised by their avant-garde designs. But Elle and marie claire quickly coordinated their dresses
and introduced them to their readers. The main reason for these magazines accepting those Japanese
designers’ works was that ordinary people could wear their dresses, even though they were avant-garde.
In addition, those designers had an excellent sense of color and used black and white colors in unique
ways that Western designers would never try. These facts also astonished and impressed Westerners. Even
today, some designers are inspired by the works of Kawakubo and Yamamoto in that period. Maybe the
Japan shock in the 1980s should be recognized as a second form of Japonism. What is common to
Kawakubo, Yamamoto, and Issey Miyake is that each of them had a strong will and knew which way they
should take. They felt that there was an absence of clothes that they wanted to wear or that they wanted
others to wear. Therefore, they created their ideal items of dress and presented them to the public. At
present, we have plenty of information and abundant materials, but on the contrary this makes it difficult
to see what is missing in our lives. This might be the reason why young designers have not come to the
forefront. A review of the conditions that existed in the 1980s may lead to a breakthrough for the Japanese

fashion industry.
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Supplementary issue of Elle Japon , Autumn/Winter 1984 .
Fig. 2 V=7 - UFIT)V 1984 FEHEEAL Vg Y
Sonia Rykiel, Spring/Summer 1984.
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Yves Saint Laurent, Spring/Summer 1984.
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