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INTERVIEW
JAPANESE TEXTILE : TRADITION, INNOVATION, AND CREATION
Makiko MINAGAWA, Textile Designer, Managing Director/Design Director, ISSEY MIYAKE INC.

After learning about textiles at college, Makiko Minagawa met Issey Miyake, and joined his creative
activities. To help Miyake, who intended to use Japanese traditional materials, she visited numbers
of production sites to find durable materials. Because Japan is a very humid country, a lot of
functional and expressive textiles in this country feature an uneven surface, reducing the area in
contact with the skin. Clothes made from textiles of uneven surface are less common in the Western
world, and therefore, those textiles looked novel to the Western people. Later those materials became
a distinctive feature in “Pleats Please” and other works by Issey Miyake.

On the other hand, Issey Miyake uses the latest artistic materials as well, which gives an interesting
aspect to his textiles. He has developed a light material which facilitates wearer’s movements, and
easy todry . the material for pleats.

The 1980s were very fruitful period in Japan’s history of industrial textiles. Many textiles not
imagined by Western textile manufacturers were produced in Japan. It is considered that his unique
materials were produced as a result of his diverse experiments including felting, multi-layering and
destruction of existing materials.

In recent years many commercial products are mass-produced at low production cost, but they still
maintain a certain level of quality. People also put more emphasis on economic efficiency and
functionality than designs. Many people have developed a sense of crisis, anticipating that this trend may
result in a decline of talents. It may be one of the reasons for the revitalization of the movement

reassessing Japan from the aspect of not only fashions but also various livelihood cultures.
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Figl AwtA I FLA TREBM) 1974 4 SEEUDMERE
Issey Miyake, Dress Oni-Yoryu, 1974. Photo by NORIAKI YOKOSUKA
Fig2 mn—F X bF—)L 2010 FEH
HaaT, Stole, Spring/Summer 2010.
Fig3 /»—F FLA TBLANKET CHECKJ 2010 FEf&
HaaT, Dress BLANKET CHECK, Autumn/Winter 2010.
Fig4 ,»—1F FL A IBASKET JACQUARDI 2010 %
HaaT, Dress BASKET JACQUARD, Autumn/Winter 2010.
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