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“European chintz” immediately reminds us of gorgeous high-grade articles with large flower patterns like 

toile de Jouy created by Christophe-Philippe Oberkampf and highly artistic picturesque works based on 

François Boucher’s print arts and other artistic works. However, that gorgeous chintz with large patterns 

was not manufactured in Europe until the latter half of the 18
th
 century. Until then the mainstream of 

European chintz was comprised of simple and naïve products like the madder chintz with a little floral 

pattern. The dyeing method of chintz with small patterns was based on the highly advanced techniques 

originating from India, and was first introduced to European nations in the 18
th

 century, through market 

channels in Western Asia with the cooperation of Armenian artisans. Full-scale manufacturing of chintz 

started at Italian ports such as Venice, Livorno and Genoa, as well as at trading cities including Marseille 

in France, London in the UK and Amsterdam in the Netherlands.  

Unlike toile de Jouy, French-made chintz, or other chintz with large patterns, this kind of chintz was used 

for daily clothes (especially for lining) and interiors (for curtains and sofas). Because it was used for daily 

goods, it was not carefully maintained, and today we can scarcely see any chintz produced a couple of 

hundred years ago. The madder chintz with a little floral pattern is one of the rare pieces that have 

survived until today. This piece of fabric shows us the skills introduced to Europe from India through the 

Levant, as well as how the craftsmen of European textile printing industry in its early period learned their 

skills. 
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ヨーロッパの東西交易とアジア繊維製品 
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西アジア商業路と捺染技術の伝播 
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ヨーロッパへの技術導入と小花模様の普及 
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