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INTERVIEW: POWER OF TEXTILE
Masaaki MIYASAKO, Professor, Tokyo University of the Arts
Akiko FUKALI, Chief Curator, Kyoto Costume Institute

Textiles have a very long history. They have been produced in many places all over the world by highly
diversified manufacturing methods or designs. Textiles produced with advanced skills sometimes have
artistic values that are even comparable to the pictorial arts. Because it is difficult to reproduce such
textiles and they are very expensive, they have often been reused. Every time they are reused, they change
their appearance and are transformed by various methods. Just as we enjoy how natural dyes change their
colors with time, we can enjoy the “beauty changing with time” of those textiles. This is one of the
charms of textiles.

Today, the environment around textile production is becoming increasingly serious, and in Japan skilled
weavers are retiring one after another. To protect and develop our excellent textile culture, not only
through people involved in the industry but also in society as a whole, it is necessary for us to recognize

that textiles have additional values that enrich goods and our spirits, not to pursue low prices only.
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An elaborate silk velvet from Mr. Masaaki Miyasako's textile collection.
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Part of Mr. Miyasako’s textile collection.
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Paul Poiret’s day dress, Kazan, made with Russian traditional textile (1911-12. Collection of The Kyoto Costume

Institute. Photo by Taishi Hirokawa).
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