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Kimono as Everyday Wear and Making Clothes - Part 2
Michimasa OGATA, Assistant Curator, The Kyoto Costume Institute

Many in Japan believe that wool and chemical fiber (rayon) became widespread after the Second
World War, but they were already used in the pre-war era. They were not called wool or rayon: wool
was called seru (localization from serge), neru (from flannel) or merinsu (from merino), while rayon
was called "artificial silk" and short-fiber rayon was called sufu (from staple fiber). Their names were
changed to wool and rayon after the war. At the same time new chemical fibers appeared, such as
nylon, vinylon, polyester and acrylic fiber, and were distributed in the market. After the war, the
production of cotton and silk decreased, while the production of wool and chemical fibers increased.
The ratio of chemical fibers among all the fiber production for clothes increased gradually.

If the "new kimono" discussed in the previous story of this series had joined the trends of these new
fibers, it could have had the image or shape representing "newness." Women's shift to Western-style
clothing was not rapid. There were three groups among women: those continued to wear kimono every
day, those who wore Western clothes every day, and those who wore either depending on the situations.
However, among young women, the ratio of those who wore kimono as everyday wear decreased, and
the history of kimono as everyday wear was about to be discontinued. The new kimono, which
attempted to eliminate the boundary between Japanese-style clothes and Western-style clothes, was an
expression of wishes to maintain the everyday wearing of kimono, a practice which was actually
disappearing. Nevertheless, this new kimono never became popular.

Another point the author would like to introduce is that, whether in the style of new kimono, kimono,
or Western clothes, clothes were produced by women who made them by themselves. Sewing skills
were one of the abilities women were expected to acquire. In those days, clothes were something
people needed to make by themselves. Family clothes were also produced in this way. Kimono as
everyday wear disappeared and today clothes are not made at home, so this history makes us remember

the long-standing relationship between humans and clothes.
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