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KOKUMIN-FUKU, THE NATIONAL UNIFORM FOR THE UNIVERSAL BODY IN SPACE 

WITHOUT A PARTITION 

Masahito INOUE, Lecturer, Mukogawa Women’s University 

 

Ever since the end of the Second World War, Japan has been trying to improve the summer clothing of 

male workers, by introducing the Cool Biz fashion, Energy Saving Look styles, and short-sleeved 

business shirts. However, what male workers wear in summer has not changed significantly. It is 

difficult to tell where such movements for a change in clothing originated, but the wartime kokumin 

fuku, or “national uniform,” can be understood as a precedent of the clothing that these movements have 

proposed to change the clothing lifestyle of the Japanese population. 

The movements trying to change the clothing lifestyle in Japan after the Second World War occurred 

when it was anticipated to be difficult to sustain the Japanese population’s lifestyle, such as at the time 

of a raw-material import crisis and energy shortage. This can be said of the prewar movement for 

adopting national uniforms as well, clothing that was invented when the Japan–China war became 

bogged down and Japan was in the course of entering the Pacific War under controlled economy. The 

concept behind introducing national uniforms was that, if fabrics for military uniforms could be used for 

civilians, clothing production could be more efficient. Furthermore, the adoption of national uniforms 

involved many cultural factors that went beyond the framework of the controlled economy. 

When the designs of the national uniforms were publicly called for in 1939, their specifications included 

that they should be applicable as military uniforms, should be wearable as daily clothes in place of 

men’s suits, should incorporate the characteristics of Japanese original clothing, and should simplify 

complicated clothing conventions. These requirements indicate that the national uniforms were not only 

intended as paramilitary clothes, but also intended to change the clothing lifestyle of the population. 

The intended change of the clothing lifestyle in Japan was associated with the idea that the modern-era 

“dual dress-code lifestyle,” in which people wore Western-style clothes outside and wore Japanese-style 

clothes and lived on tatami mats at home, was not efficient or economical. The introduction of the 

national uniforms tried to eliminate the “partition” between the public and private lives, which were 

divided by clothes, namely, Western-style and Japanese-style clothes, and to eradicate the gap. 
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As a result, two national uniforms were established: the kogo type, which was intended to be worn in 

place of suits and formal wear, and the otsugo type, which was work wear. This means that the national 

uniforms could not completely eliminate the gap in the clothing lifestyle in Japan. The authorities tried 

to reorganize the clothing lifestyle of the Japanese population by means of the national uniforms, but 

could not eliminate the modern-era clothing and lifestyle. As such, the being of the human body and 

living-space in the modern era may have been well established and difficult to change. 
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