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AFTER A FASHION EXHIBIT “80s 90s FACING BEAUTIES: ITALIAN FASHION AND
JAPANESE FASHION AT A GLANCE”
Simona Segre REINACH, Professor, University of Bologna

The exhibition “80s-90s FACING BEAUTIES: Italian Fashion and Japanese Fashion at a
Glance” (11 October - 8 December 2013) explores the aesthetic, cultural and communicative
innovations of the two important fashion systems at their peak during the 80’s and 90’s of the
20th century. The one is the prét-a-porter of Italian stylists such as Armani, Versace, Ferré,
Moschino, Coveri and the other is the radical fashion of Japanese designers represented above
all by Miyake, Kawakubo and Yamamoto.

During the 80’s and 90’s of the last century fashion became a mass phenomenon; it established
itself as an important sector of production, as a cultural industry and as one of the major
instruments of communication. Japanese and Italian fashion came to represent the two main
exponents of modern fashion, alongside the more traditional predominance of French fashion.
Despite the diversity of their histories and traditions, these two fashion trends share certain
basic aspects at a time characterized by various forms of ‘emancipation’ from Paris. For example,
the subversion of traditional sartorial codes and of the rules of classic couture, the revisiting of
male and female identity, the experimenting with materials and the exploration of new forms of
design, distribution and consumption.

The itinerary of the exhibition winds its way through the five rooms of the Rimini City Museum,
each room focused on the themes in which Italian and Japanese designers were innovative
precursors of the manners and trends. The last room is dedicated to the designer Romeo Gigli
in whose work oriental and western style and aesthetic were combined. All the items of clothing

in the exhibition belong to the Archivio di Ricerca Mazzini in Massa Lombarda..
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