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JAPONISM IN FASHION IN LONDON, 1971-72: 1 DESIGNER, 3 PHOTOGRAPHERS, 3

MAGAZINES
Helene Marie THIAN, Fashion Historian

Three photographers, Hideki Fujii, Clive Arrowsmith, and Harry Peccinotti, took photographs
of Kansai Yamamoto clothing in the 1971-72 period in London for three magazines, Harpers
and Queen, UK Vogue, and Nova, making available to the fashion-oriented public an image of
Otherness, a selling point during the age of exoticism in bohemian London in the 1960s and
early 1970s. The image of Otherness rooted in the exotic nature of Japan as revealed in Kansai
clothing presented in UK magazines in the early 1970s was in effect a celebration of the
discovery of possible alternative images of Western individual self-identity, and no less
important, the refinement for Western readership of shifting views of Japan as a nation. The
honing of the definition of Japanese ethnicity for the Japanese themselves, as can be conjectured

from these layouts, may have been merely serendipitous but was no less valid a byproduct.
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