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INTERVIEW: A MAN, CLOTHES, AND THE ENVIRONMENT: JURGEN LEHL’S 

CREATIONS 

Jurgen LEHL, Designer 

 

Jurgen Lehl came to Japan in 1971, and after working as textile design assistant, he started designing 

clothes. When he started creating clothing, he used rayon and other similar materials. However, since 

becoming aware of the harmful byproducts produced in both manufacturing and disposal processes, 

he has used natural materials as much as possible. Currently his “Babaghuri” brand especially uses 

natural materials, in addition to his main brand “Jurgen Lehl.” 

His philosophy for creating clothes is very simple: clothes must be comfortable to wear, must be 

made of materials that avoid polluting the earth as much as possible, and the created clothes must be 

functional and must fit the human body properly. He does not engage in large-scale advertising of his 

works or publicize his fashion shows. He does not raise his voice to advocate his philosophy in 

creating apparel. This is because Jurgen Lehl considers that the message in clothes should be judged 

by clients, not imposed by their creators. He says that the base of business is to continue creating 

suitable products, and he believes that as long as he does so, his clients will never leave him. 
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