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SYMBOL OF CROSS-DRESSING SEEN THROUGH POLICE ORDINANCE
by Tho NIIMI, Assistant Curator, The Kyoto Costume Institute

In November 7, 1800, the Paris Prefect of Police Louis Nicolas Dubois issued an ordinance
concerning women’s cross-dressing. This ordinance prohibited women from dressing in men’s
clothing in public, except in the case where a doctor granted a woman special permission for
medical reasons. Those who violated the ordinance were arrested and fined a small amount of
money or held in custody for up to five days.

The ordinance initially aimed to prohibit women’s cross-dressing in public places, but the scope
of regulated cross-dressing expanded and the issues the ordinance dealt with changed. The
police started to demand that the organizers of events featuring cross-dressers, fancy dressers
and masqueraders obtain permission even during carnival periods. The police also prohibited
men from wearing women’s clothing in entertainments and shows, and male entertainers
wearing women’s clothing from dancing with male guests. Concerning women’s cross-dressing,
it became apparent that women were dressing in men’s clothing when labor conditions or life
environments were disadvantageous for women, because they wore male clothing to take on
higher-paid jobs or to enter male-dominated professions. Women who had physical diseases
such as hirsutism were allowed to wear men’s clothing to reduce the unnaturalness of their
appearance, and cross-dressing was used in this way. Men who cross-dressed in women’s
clothing were outside of the scope of this ordinance for a long time; however, in the latter half of
the 20th century, the police became stricter about them, in association with prostitution,
sexually transmitted diseases, trafficking of illegal drugs, and illegal immigration.

The ordinance of the 19th century, which targeted women, additionally served to prevent
women from acquiring men’s status and privileges and to control the identity of women socially.
The body on which specific clothing is put is a means for its owner to acquire freedom and at
the same time is a system that is linked to the maintenance of public order and that the

authorities use to control society.
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France’s misister for women’s rights, Najat Vallaud-Berkacem wearing trousers, 28 November 32012,
photograph by Bertrand Langlois. O©AFP=Ik;Z
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Cross-dressing of Ms. Dieulafoy, Doc.43 D/B no.58, The Archives of Paris Police Prefecture.
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Permission of cross-dressing for Adéle Sidonie, 28 October 1862, Doc.48, D/B no.58, The Archives of Paris
Police Prefecture.
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Permission of cross-dressing for Adéle Sidonie, 15 July 1872, Doc.19, D/B no.58, The Archives of Paris
Police Prefecture.
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Le Parisien, 4 July 1985, Doc.35, D/B no.58, The Archives of Paris Police Prefecture.
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