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KCI’s 40th-anniversary Interviews (4)
Shinji KOHMOTO

Ex-Curator, The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto

The Kyoto Costume Institute (KCI) celebrated its 40th anniversary last year. In commemoration,
we are interviewing those who have made great contributions to the institute. The fourth interview
in this series is with Shinji Kohmoto, who worked as a curator for the National Museum of Modern
Art, Kyoto for many years and planned the Visions of the Body exhibition (1999) and COLORS
exhibition (2004) jointly with us.

Mr. Kohmoto regards himself as one of those who have watched the KClI's activities most closely
from the outside. The first joint project by Mr. Kohmoto and the KCI was the Visions of the Body
exhibition held in 1999. He recollects that the KCI proposed jointly organizing an exhibition under
the theme of art and fashion at the National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto and that he decided to
participate in the project because he thought that he could contribute to a fashion exhibition based
on the theory of bodies, theory of gender and theory of postmodernism, all of which were gaining
recognition in those days. Mr. Kohmoto took charge of selecting art pieces other than costumes
for the exhibition. He recollects that, through research for this exhibition, especially through

research at foreign museums, he acquainted himself with many artists.

While preparing the Visions of the Body exhibition, Mr. Kohmoto sensed that costumes were more
like photographs, rather than like sculptures. In his view, costumes are representations and, at
the same time, merchandise, and photographs and costumes are equivalent as representations,
if not as objects. The Visions of the Body exhibition gave him an opportunity to find out what a

person who was not a fashion specialist could do for a fashion exhibition in the context of modern



art.

In response to our inquiry about future fashion or art exhibitions in the future, Mr. Kohmoto says
that, under the current “anything-goes” environment, the subtexts that assist the planning and
acceptance of an exhibition are important; more specifically, conventional fashion exhibitions are
no longer in currency, and being able to create or find good subtexts is critical in holding an
exhibition. He also mentioned that it is necessary to seriously review the significance of art

museums in society and the significance of holding a fashion exhibition in an art museum.
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