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JAPANESE-MADE GOWNS IN BRITISH LIBERTY’S CATALOGS, 1880s-1910s
Tamami SUOH, Curator, the Kyoto Costume Institute

If you see the changes in Japanese-made gowns published in Liberty’s Catalogs: Fashion, Design,
Furnishings, 1881-1949, microfiches owned by the Kyoto Costume Institute, Japanese-made quilted
dressing gowns can be found in the mail order catalogs even from the first issue in 1881. They seemed to
reach their peak in the 1890s. In those days these gowns were considered as cheap substitutes for the
gowns produced in western countries, but the Japanese-made kimonos produced for European and U.S.
markets appeared for the first time in the aforementioned catalog in 1892 were more expensive than the
quilted ones. At the beginning of the 20" century, the fashion trend of lounge wears shifted to kimonos,
and kimonos became increasingly expensive and regarded as important products in the catalog. This
movement was parallel with the Japonism movement, which was growing in the fashion field in those

days, and thus clarifies that “Japan” was considered a fashionable value added or brand item.
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"Japanese Modes Adapted to Western Women's Dress," The Queen: The Lady's Newspaper, October 4, 1902.
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