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LE STYLE MODERNE: ASPECTS OF MODERNITY IN THE FASHION DISPLAY AT THE
ART DECO EXHIBITION IN 1925
Mie ASAKURA, JSPS Research Fellow

At L’Exposition International des Arts Décoratifs et Industriels Modernes in 1925, the participants
aimed to establish a “modern style” to succeed Art Nouveau which originated at the Paris Exposition
held in 1900. Their intention can be seen in the works exhibited by couturiers and fashion designers.
Paul Poiret comprehensively produced modern clothing, food and interior design including textile,
wallpaper, furniture and furnishings for three riverboats on the Seine. A couturiers’ group at the Grand
Palais used Siégel’s mannequins, which were semi-abstracted, as an embodiment of “modern woman,”
sparking active debates over the pros and cons of such representations. Meanwhile, at the Pavillion de
I’Elégance, where a small exhibition was held by other couturiers, the exhibitors also used Siégel’s
mannequins, but created an air of traditional woman, which seemed to counterpoint the “Garconne”
style that was popular in those days. On the other hand, on the Rue des Boutiques, which was set up on
the Alexandre Ill Bridge, show windows were utilized as a framework for exhibitions, and numbers of
ambitious works were exhibited there. Especially at Boutique Simultanée, where Sonia Delaunay and
Jacques Heim held a joint exhibition, Sonia’s coats and textiles featuring geometric patterns resembling
abstract paintings were shown and were highly evaluated.

These exhibitions by couturiers integrated conflicting factors such as “tradition” and “innovation,” and
“luxuriousness” and “practicality.” After the exposition, the trend moved toward practicality and
functionality. The exposition in 1925, with its numerous superb exhibitions, might be seen as the festival

that gave a final sparkle to an era before its ending.
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Paul Poiret, Amours. A chamber designed by the Atelier Martine. L Z//ustration, September 19, 1925.
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Raoul Dufy, La présentation de mannequins chez Poiret (hanging), 1928. Paris, Musée de la Mode et du
Textile.
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Eduard Garcia Benito, cover of Vogue, May 25, 1929.
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View of the installation at the second floor of the Grand Palais for the 1925 Exposition. L Art vivant, August 1%,
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Stand of Lanvin at the Pavillion de IElégance. La Renaissance de l'art francaise et des industries de luxe, July
1925.
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Stand of Callot sceurs at the Pavillion de 1Elégance. Za Renaissance de l'art francaise et des industries de luxe,
July 1925.
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Boutique Simultanée. LArt vivant, November 1%, 1925.
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Models in front of concrete trees by the Martel brothers in 1925.
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