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HELMUT LANG, HIS WORLD

Rie Nii, Associate Curator, The Kyoto Costume Institute

It was determined that KCI would receive the donation of a large Helmut Lang collection, consisting of
about 100 prét-a-porter items for men and women, which cover all of his activities in the middle and latter
periods. Taking this opportunity, |1 have verified his creativeness, redefining the fashion trend from the
1980s to the 2000s, when he was active.

Body consciousness, one of the large fashion trends in the 20" century, eradicated decorations from
clothes at the end of the century, and as if in an inverse reaction, moved rapidly toward direct decoration
on bodies. Helmut Lang [1956-], who affirmed bodies as they were, in line with the above trend, and who
expressed the concept of female gender in the new era after gender equality was achieved, created his
dresses as expression of a new relationship between clothes and bodies that was recognized from multiple
viewpoints based on critical analysis and was ideologically influenced by post-modernism.

From this point of view, Lang could be considered as one of the important contemporary designers, such
as Rei Kawakubo and Martin Margiela, who radically reinvigorate the immobilized aesthetic values and

led the mainstream of fashion.
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Fig. 1

Neville Wakefield, “Conversation with Helmut Lang,” Alles Gleich Schwer, UK & Eire, 2008.
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Fig. 3
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Helmut Lang, Spring/Summer 1994.
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Helmut Lang, Spring/Summer 1994.
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Helmut Lang, Spring/Summer 1994.
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Helmut Lang, Spring/Summer 2004.
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