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PLEASURE AND ANXIETY OVER PIECES OF CLOTH
Naoyuki KINOSHITA, Professor, University of Tokyo

Naoyuki Kinoshita told dramatic stories in which underwear played an essential role, while
introducing various historical anecdotes concerning underwear.

Mr. Kinoshita started his talk with historically known accounts associated with underwear in
modern Japanese history. In 1924, a telegraphic engineer stole a piece of waistcloth (which used
to be common female underwear). Mr. Kinoshita discussed this incident from the viewpoint of
fetishism, conceptualized with the development of sex science. He also mentioned the case in
which governmental authorities covered the private parts of a naked woman in a painting by
Seiki Kuroda (1901), asserting that leaving those parts exposed would disturb public morals. Mr.
Kinoshita described how pieces of cloth started to appear in the paintings of naked women
painted thereafter, to cover their private parts.

Then his talk shifted to Europe. Mr. Kinoshita introduced fundoshi (loincloths) exhibited at the
Royal Norfolk Regimental Museum, Norwich, England. They had belonged to British soldiers
who became prisoners of war after the Battle of Singapore and were sent as forced laborers to
build the Burma Railway, also known as the Death Railway. They self-mockingly called the
garments japhappys. Mr. Kinoshita also quoted a story from one of the author Mari Yonehara’s
books, in which she introduced women’s recollections of an underwear exhibition held at St.
Petersburg, Russia. Finally, Mr. Kinoshita mentioned a white chemise displayed at the product
museum of a Japanese underwear manufacturer. The chemise was purchased 30 years ago,
used by both a mother and daughter, and returned to the manufacturer, with a message of

gratitude.
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Fig. 1. 1924 47 H 16 A+ TesefihE )
The Yomiuri Shimbun, 16 July 1924.
Fig. 2. RHEE (R AD) 1901 4 BEERSUREMIEITR  ORR 8 UREMEA A -2 T —h 4 7/
DNPartcom
Seiki Kuroda, Portrait of a Nude, 1901. Collection of the Seikado Art Bunko Museum. ©The Seikado Art



Bunko Museum Image Archives/DNPartcom.
Fig. 3. JEH & T 2 cE b N BEEH O LA TIHE] 55 175 1901 48 11 A 15 BT BAEAS
FREFTEL BRI = T
Cloth-covered painting of Seiki Kuroda, Myojo, vol.17, 15 November 1901. Collection of the Museum
Modern Japanese Literature. Courtesy of Geijyutsu Shincho.
Figs.4.  19014F 10 A 21 BAF [hRegdigraR) (1) & 1901 4F 11 A 19 B T=N%mER) ()
Jiji Shimpo, 21 October 1901 (above) and Niroku Shimpo, 19 November 1901 (below).
Fig. 5. FMHEREE (272F) 1903 4 IRZ A AR
Eisaku Wada, Kodama, 1903. Collection of the Sen-oku Hkukokan.
Fig. 6. FAL 7 — 7 & — 7 HEEKEYERIC BT B AR
War-lelated exhibits including undergarments at the Royal Norfolk Regimental Museum.
Fig. 7. 1a—=VT L -FTa—T4 (Ta—-AFKL1E) CTERINTHERY v
Slip exhibited at the Museum of Beauty in the Wacoal head office.
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