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LECTURE
COLOR/UNCOLOR: KYOTO AND ANREALAGE’S CHALLENGE
Kunihiko MORINAGA, Designer

Some of the works by Kunihiko Morinaga, designer of the fashion brand Anrealage, aggressively
incorporate state-of-the-art technologies. Among them are works that use new technologies
fostered by traditional art in Kyoto. As an example, his autumn-winter 2013 season works,
entitled Color, use a textile dyed by the photochromic method. The textile is normally white, but
when exposed to ultraviolet rays, it becomes colored. This technology was applied to textiles by

a dyeing factory in Kyoto and has been put into practical use.

Morinaga’s works include some produced by great labor. Some appear to turn the clock back
from the modern mass-production, mass-consumption age. Some are designed to form
geometric shapes, such as a sphere, delta cone, or rectangular solid. Some are purposefully
designed to look irregularly shaped, created from patterns prepared by means of irregularly
scaled measures. What is common among these works is that Morinaga finds areas that have not
been designed in the past, and creates works by taking the procedure of redesigning such areas.
Morinaga says that he has never created works based on inspirations from fashion in the past
and that he always seeks new ideas — he always wonders what would happen if things having

dimensions completely different from clothes were incorporated into clothes.
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Fig. 1. FRAKFE ANREALAGE (COLOR) 2013 4Efk%
Kunihiko Morinaga, ANREALAGE, Autumn/Winter 2013. ©ANREALAGE CO., LTD., photo by Seiji
Ishigaki (BLOCKBUSTER).

Fig. 2. 74 brm Iyt NEREERKSHT
Photo chromic color. ©KOSUGI DYEING Co., Ltd.
Figs. 3. (k) #FKFBE,/ANREALAGE (SILHOUETTE) 2010 4EEE. (f) #FHFKIPE,ANREALAGE (Z X *

J F &) 2005 k%, [Future Beauty HARZ 7 v & 2 v Nk ot | BEGERE
Left : Kunihiko Morinaga, ANREALAGE, Spring/Summer 2010. Right: Kunihiko Morinaga, ANREALAGE,
Autumn/Winter 2005. The exhibition Future Beauty. ©KCI, photo by Osamu Watanabe.

Fig. 4. FRAKFBE ANREALAGE (OAO) 2009 4EHE
Kunihiko Morinaga, ANREALAGE, Spring/Summer 2013. ©ANREALAGE CO., LTD., photo by Mihoko
Fujiwara.

Fig. 5. FRAKFE ANREALAGE (SEASON) 2014 {Efk4
Kunihiko Morinaga, ANREALAGE, Autumn/Winter 2014. ©ANREALAGE CO., LTD., photo by Seiji
Ishigaki (BLOCKBUSTER).
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