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LE PANTALON : UN CLASSIQUE REBELLE D’YVES SAINT LAURENT
Laurence BENAIM, Director of the magazine Stiletto

Pantalon (pants) was named after Pantalone, an amorous and stingy character of an old man in Commedia dell’ Arte in
Italy. Even after George Sand, who dressed like a man, as well as Amelia Bloomer, who advocated innovation of
clothing, people considered pants as obscene for a long time. There have been no other clothes that were so popular and
yet equally regarded as taboo. Various fashion “revolutions” occurred concerning pants. Especially Yves Saint Laurent
had made pants one of the classic items for women’s clothes. The pants style by Saint Laurent, which perplexes the
women’s infantile attitudes represented by Mary Quant’s miniskirts, and symbolizes open seduction that opposes to
Puritanism, is both masculine and feminine. It is due to Saint Laurent that pants have become one of the rebel classics

that are able to change the atmosphere according to style just like a chameleon.
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