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LECTURE: LUXURY IN WESTERN CULTURE
Koichi KABAYAMA, Director, Printing Museum

Both in the West and the East, “sumptuary laws” have often been legislated since ancient times. The reasons advanced
for enactment of such laws were said to be social class control, social rationality and the economic principle
(extravagance reduces personal capital and leads to a decrease in social capital). M. Weber’s idea of “frugality” gave a
theoretical backbone to this concept. He argued that saving money and investment of surplus capital into industries
would develop the capitalist system and ultimately benefit the whole society. Against this, W. Sombart put forward a
new theory that “luxury” and “love affairs” would promote the development of capitalism. He asserted that exchanging
gifts and dressing up would vitalize the industries. On the other hand, N. Elias advocated the view that society is not
driven forward by rational economic activities only, but that “regulation” such as manners and etiquettes including
“courtesy,” which was established in the society at the imperial court, was also one of the factors that enriched the
society. J. Huizinga newly insisted that play represented the rules which human beings mutually agreed upon, and that
the society was formed on the basis of those “rules of play,” not of social status or financial matters.

Luxury can not be defined simply by the rational economic activities. Love affairs, courtesy and play are also deeply

related to lives of luxury. It is necessary to verify the possibilities in these factors once again.
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Fig. 1 J-H 7537 —IUSHAIDHIFOF v Y A(KEAT)) 1767HE 1Oy Ry Ux—LA-aL %3] H Fragonard,
Hasards heureux de I'escarpolette, c. 1767. The Wallace Collection, London.
Fig.2 J+H-753d)7—)L OKiBDLIH) 1765-724E8 78U JL—"J)L3EMifE ; J. H. Fragonard, Les baigneuses, c. 1765-72. Musée
du Louvre, Paris.
Fig.3 J+H+ 7537 —)b (FFBRATZBEM) 1767-71458 B ; J. H. Fragonard, L instant desiré, c. 1767-71. private collection.
Fig.d J-H-753Fr— ) (XUV—=SFL—X - F—)LDOHEE) 1769-704EE /U )L—"J)LESi#E ; J. H. Fragonard, Portrait de

Marie-Madeleine Guimard, c. 1769-70. Musée du Louvre, Paris.
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Fig.5 J+-H-75dF—)L (BRURDZE) 1770-784EE XU JLb—"J)VFEIiRE ; J. H. Fragonard, Les apprés du colin-maillard, c.
1770-78. Musée du Louvre, Paris.

Fig.6 J+-H-T75dF—)L (Fr=7)L—D0) 17T754FEE /XY 752 Z8RT ;5 J. H. Fragonard, La féte du Saint-Cloud, c. 1775.
Banque de France, Paris.

Fig7 J-H-:75dF7—)b CEIEUH) 1786%FH 77wy T v VEME ON—N— FRZHEME) ;). H Fragonard, Le
premier pas de l'enfance, c.1786. Fogg Art Museum, Harvard University Art Museum, Cambridge.

Fig8 J-H-75dF—)VBOBRMIC) 17654 Y7 bXFILTIVY L)V Z— 2 FEiff ;. H. Fragonard, Absence des peére
et mére mise a profit, 1765. The State Hermitage Museum, St-Petersburg.

Fig9 J-H-753F— )b (d%&ZI 22BN CEANDO#E) ) 1771-7398 —a2—3—2 TJVYwr-aL 232, ]. H Fragonard,

Amant couronné, c.1771-73. Frick Collection, New York.
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