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THE COLLABORATION BETWEEN THAYAHT AND MADELEINE
VIONNET(1919-1925). THE IDEA OF “COLOUR SCALES,” THE PLANCHES FOR
THE GAZETTE DU BON TON AND THE DESIGN OF CLOTHES, FABRICS,
DECORATIONS AND OBJETS

Aurora Fiorentini, Professor, Florence University

Thayaht worked for the atelier of Madeleine Vionnet from 1920 to about 1923, offering Vionnet
numbers of ideas for designs. Carefully scrutinizing the illustrations that Thayaht published in
fashion magazines and others, we can find that some of his works are similar to Vionnet's
works. We can see that even if Thayaht's works may have been changed to some extent before a
product was finished, his works were surely used as original models for product design.
Thayaht attended a seminar concerning scientific color scales at Harvard University. Textile
designs with geometric figures, which he is thought to have learned through the seminar, were
used as decorative factor for clothes made at Maison Vionnet and they repeatedly appeared in
this brand in early 1920s. The collaboration of Vionnet and Thayaht was not known to society
at all in those days. However, in view of a variety of information now known about them, there

is no doubt that Thayaht’s works were vital to Maison Vionnet.
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